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Good to be at Friday, right? 
 
The National and State Scene 
 
It’s now clear that state Governors will decide about when, how, and at what pace to lift stay at home 
directives and closings of institutions and businesses. There will be variation, but it seems that Governor 
Baker will try to align with the governors of RI, CT, NY and NJ in which case, though not yet announced, 
we’re talking middle of May at the earliest. I doubt that schools will reopen until the fall at the earliest 
and maybe later. 
 
Social distancing efforts will continue/should continue throughout this year and probably into next year 
unless a vaccine is developed very soon and that probability is very low. And whenever a vaccine is 
developed, it will take many months to immunize all who need it (just about everyone for whom it’s 
safe). 
 
In our areas it seems that social distancing has been adopted and observed reasonably well. That may 
be one of the reasons that our hospital and ICU admissions have stabilized relatively quickly and that our 
hospital capacity is so far doing well to the point that at least one of the hospital systems is now 
considering that we may not see a surge in cases here.  
 
So if social distancing is one of the few tools we have (at this time) for slowing the spread of the virus, 
why are we hearing about areas in the country where people are openly violating stay at home 
directives and going back to large gatherings and social events? Aside from every action has an equal 
and opposite reaction (someone famous passed that law once), there has been such a mixed message at 
the federal (and some state) governments and not enough solidarity in Congress to set a clear and 
consistent course and stick with the message that social distancing works.  
 
My daughter-in-law, who is from Texas (outside of San Antonio) tells me that even her friends and 
family back home, who should know better, are partying, BBQing, etc. and some still believe the virus is 
a hoax. It’s hard to believe that we can’t have agreement about this being real at this stage of the 
pandemic. So we have to be clear with each other, talk with any of our friends and relatives who may 
not be taking this seriously, stand up to and for them, and stay the social distancing course (this is, after 
all, an act of love).  
 
 
At VMG 
 
We are working on prioritizing the clinical operations that we need to start up again sooner rather than 
later. Plans are in the works and you’ll be hearing about them soon. It will take continued creativity and 



perseverance (but you’re already getting really good at that) in how to deliver those services and we’ll 
be hearing more about some of this next week. 
 
A final note about enabling this next phase of our work. You saw Gina’s note this morning about making 
sure we reserve the VMG supply of PPE (masks, gowns, gloves, shields, etc.) for VMG use. “These 
supplies are for VMG use only, and those patients we need to mask due to their clinical condition upon 
arrival to the health centers.  PPE is not to be taken home or provided for patients to use at home.”  
 
Please observe this restriction. Our supplies remain adequate for our current needs and it is important 
for each of us to safeguard this resource as we go forward and expand in-person services in the weeks 
and months to come. Until there is a vaccine we have to remember that the virus isn’t going away and 
our PPE can’t go away either. Thanks for your help with this. 
 
 
 
OK. It’s the weekend. Have a virtual rock concert if you wish, below, for your enjoyment (and you have 
to play through it to see Prince; go ahead, drop that mic or guitar). 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SFNW5F8K9Y  
 
 
Be well, and hey, hey, wash your hands (a lot), don’t’ touch your face, maintain social distancing (it 
works), wear a mask connect with friends and family. Have a weekend. 
 
Joel  
 
Be patient; be mindful 
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